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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

K This communication is responsive to amendment filed on 10/08/96 . 

Kl The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses 
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□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on 

approved by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER 
and DATE of the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



I. This communication is an Examiner's reasons for allowance in 
response to application filed on 05/25/95, assigned serial 
08/451,035 and titled "ULTRASOUND IMAGE EVALUATION APPARATUS AND 
METHOD" . 

II. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: 

1. Although the prior art disclose several claimed 
limitations, none of the references teach an apparatus for 
quantitatively evaluating image quality of and ultrasound scanner 
including a processor; a storage device; at least one 
input /output device; software means for maintaining in the 
storage device information regarding expected performance 
standards; at least one phantom test object; interactively 
specifying the at least one phantom test object in image for 
processing; processing the specified phantom test object in image 
to quantitatively determine image quality characteristics of the 
scanner to evaluate the scanner for diagnostic purposes; 
maintaining in the storage device results of the processing and 
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outputting via the at least one output device results of the 
processing. Also, neither references teach the software means 
further interactively allows for setting object processing 
parameter and limits for analysis; the quantitative processing 
includes evaluating object profile of the phantom test object in 
axial; lateral directions; calibration; uniformity; pin objects; 
cyst objects; tumor objects; distance accuracy in axial and 
lateral directions; dead zone and penetration depth. 

2. Claims 1-20 are allowable over the prior art of record. 



III. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to examiner 
Hien Vo, whose telephone number is (703) 308-5253. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Todd E. Voeltz, can be 
reached on (703) 305-9714. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 305-9731. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
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this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 




